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New decade, new drugs,  
new challenges
Just before Christmas, three new substances were controlled – Spice, BZP and 
GBL. The first two were largely distributed through the web - increasingly 
prominent as a means of buying wholesale and retail quantities of drugs and 
exchanging information. 

Another new drug, mephedrone has been capturing the headlines of late 
and in this issue we bring you our exclusive features on the mephedrone 
market and its impact in rural areas. 

For those experiencing problems with GBL, a new clinic has opened at the 
Maudsley Hospital in south London: those troubled by the effects of ketamine 
are less fortunate. At a recent seminar held in London, users complained of 
lack of support, only to be told by drugs workers that there was no money to 
treat them. 

New statistics released by the NTA in December confirmed that compared 
with alcohol and cannabis, very few young people were being treated for 
heroin or crack addiction. All of which suggests that the drug landscape of the 
UK is becoming more complex with new drugs appearing more regularly and 
users of drugs previously regarded as ‘party drugs’ like GBL and ketamine, now 
actually in need of services. 

Meanwhile we still have over 300,000 people with heroin and/or crack 
problems who are likely to find themselves caught between the rock of 
spending restraints and the hard place of recovery politics.

2010 is the Year of Tiger, so hang on tight for a wild ride with best wishes 
from all the staff at DrugScope, which celebrates its 10th anniversary this year.

Harry Shapiro, 
DrugScope’s Director 
of Communications 
and Information

DrugScope
Prince Consort House
109–111 Farringdon Rd
London EC1R 3BW

Telephone
020 7520 7550
Email
info@drugscope.org.uk
Web
www.drugscope.org.uk

Druglink is for all those 
with a professional or 
occupational interest in drug 
problems and responses 
to them – policymakers 
and researchers, health 
workers, teachers and other 
educators, social workers 
and counsellors, probation 
and police officers, and drug 
workers.

DrugScope is the UK’s 
leading independent centre 
of expertise on drugs and 
the national membership 
organisation for those 
working to reduce drug 
harms. Our aim is to inform 
policy development and 
reduce drug-related risk. 
We provide quality drug 
information, promote 
effective responses to drug 
taking, undertake research, 
advise on policy-making, 
encourage informed debate 
and speak for our members 
working on the ground.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Subscription for the year 
(six issues): £55
To subscribe call 
020 7520 7550

DRUGLINK STAFF
Editor Max Daly 
Online Jackie Buckle 
Director of Communications 
and Information 
Harry Shapiro 
Editorial Assistant 
Andy McNicoll 
Book Reviews Editor 
Blaine Stothard

ADVERTISEMENTS
Email 
maxd@drugscope.org.uk
The inclusion of an 
advertisement, flyer or free 
sample in Druglink does not 
imply any endorsement of a 
particular product or service 
by DrugScope or Druglink.

Design 
Helen Joubert Design
studio@helenjoubertdesign.
com

Print Holbrooks Printers 
Ltd, Portsmouth PO3 5HX

CONTRIBUTIONS
Druglink welcomes letters 
and other contributions.
Send direct or contact 
Max Daly 
Tel: 020 7520 7562
Email: maxd@drugscope.
org.uk 

Material published in 
Druglink does not necessarily 
represent the views or 
policies of DrugScope 

© DrugScope/the author(s).
All rights fully reserved. 
Requests for permission 
to reproduce material 
from Druglink should be 
addressed to the editor.

ISSN 0305-4349

News
2 	 Treatment works for users and 

society, says latest research
3 	 Drug use a key issue for children in 

jail
4 	 Mephedrone: rising star of the dance 

drug scene, according to survey
5 	N ews focus: Methadone myths
	 Liz Hughes and Peter Philips on 

prison drug treatment.

Main features

NEW DRUGS SPECIAL
6 	 Chemical reaction
	 Marcus Roberts, DrugScope’s Director 

of Policy, introduces our coverage of 
what is set to become a new era of 
drug use and treatment. 

8 	 Teenage kicks
	 How did the isolated County 

Durham village of Cockfield kick off 
a nationwide panic over legal highs? 
Max Daly investigates

11 	 World Wired Web
	T he powerful legal stimulant 

mephedrone has opened the door 
to a seemingly unstoppable virtual 
drugs market. By Mike Power 

14 	 From the horse’s mouth
	T he first event of it’s kind in Britain, 

K-Day brought together users, drug  
workers and health experts to talk 
about ketamine. By Andy McNicoll 
and Dr Celia Morgan

16 	E arly adopters
	 Lena Corner visits one drug service 

which is managing to keep up to 
speed with new drugs on the scene. 

Also in this issue…
22 	 Working in isolation
	 Esther Sample on how homeless 

drug users often find their escape 
route hindered by a divided system. 

24 	 Citizen medics
	 Rosie Mundt-Leach, Siobhan Jackson, 

Francis Keaney and Alun Morinan 
report on a unique naloxone kit 
experiment in south London. 

26 	 Making a hash of it
	 Mike Ashton picks apart the £6m 

Blueprint shambles.

Regulars
28 Factsheet
29 Drugworld Diary
30 Reviews

Cover illustration:  
www.dontwakemeup.com


